
Compassion &  Choices L egislative Tracking 2007 
STATEIN BOLD Ð indicates law passed 2007 

 1 

 
 State Bill Number and 

Title/Subjec t  Mat t er  
 

Status as  
of  4/17//07 
 Summary Other i t ems of  in teres t / Link to  

legislative t ex t  

Addi tional 
POSITION /  
COMMENTS 

 
AZ SB 1470 

 
Sen. Aboud 

1/30/07 filed and referred 
to committees on Health,  
CED& Rules committee 

Would allow a pharmacist to refuse to 
dispense a prescription for a contraceptive 
if the pharmacist has previously notified the 
pharmacy in writing of the drug or class of 
drugs to which the pharmacist objects and 
another pharmacist in the same pharmacy 
dispenses the prescription without delay 

http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/48le
g/1r/bills/sb1470p.pdf 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session adjourn  
4/21/07 

HI HB 675 
Hawaii Death with 
Dignity Act 
 
 
SB 995 companion 
bill in Senate Health 

Intro: 1/22/07 
Judiciary / health 
committee 
Hearing 2/6/07 
Health committee voted 6 
to 1 to hold the bill. 

Allows a terminally ill, competent adult to get 
lethal dose of medication to end life. 
Prohibits mercy killings, lethal injections, 
and active euthanasia. Requires informed 
consent. Allows alternate doctor to replace 
attending doctor if latter declines to 
prescribe. Requires monitor at time of taking 
dose 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/ses
sioncurrent/bills/HB675_.htm 
 

SUPPORT 
 
Session adjourn 
5/3/07 

KS HB 2176 
“AN ACT 
concerning wards 
and guardians; 
relating to the 
duties and powers 
of guardians; 
concerning 
nutrition and 
hydration; 
amending K.S.A. 
59-3051 and 59-
3075 and repealing 
the existing 
sections 
 

Intro: 1/24 
1/25/07 Judiciary comm. 
Scheduled for hearing 
2/7/07 
 
Re-referred for 2/13 
hearing 
 
Nothing on record re: 
hearing ever being held. 
 
Status: House Judiciary 
Committee 

HB 2176 would presume that every ward 
legally incapable of making health care 
decisions has directed such ward’s guardian 
to direc t  the ward!s  heal th care provider 
to  provide the ward wi th nutri tion or 
hydration, or bo th, to  a d egree that  is  
sufficien t  to  sus tain life. The bill states 
that no guardian, court, or any other person 
could have the authority to make a decision 
on behalf of the ward to withdraw hydration 
or nutrition, or both, from the ward except (1) 
when the provision of nutrition or hydration 
would hasten death; (2) when the ward would 
be incapable of digesting or absorbing the 
nutrition or hydration so that its provision 
would not contribute to sustaining the 
person’s life; and (3) if the ward, when 
legally capable of making health care 
decisions, executed a written directive 
specifically authorizing the withholding or 
withdrawal of nutrition or hydration to the 
extent the authorization applies.  

The bill would require that prior to withholding 
or withdrawing nutrition or hydration under 

NEW NAME FOR THE Starvation 
and Dehydration of Persons with 
Disabilities Prevention Act 
described above. 
 
http://www.kslegislature.org/bills/
2008/2176.pdf 
 

Session ends late 
April 
 
OPPOSE 
 
Session adjourn 
Late April 
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the exceptions listed, a written certification 
must be presented to a court. The court 
would be required to provide the ward full 
and complete due process, and the guardian 
would be required to show that the written 
certification is objectively true. The court’s 
ability to provide injunctive relief is also 
addressed in the bill.  

MO HB 434 
 
Rep. Stevenson 

Intro 1/17/07 
 
2/1/07 
Referred to Health Care 
Policy Committee 

Would establish the Health Care Rights of 
Conscience Act to protect the religious, 
moral or ethical principles held by a health 
care provider, health care institution, or 
health care payer. Under this bill, the 
definition of “health care provider” includes 
pharmacists. 

http://www.house.mo.gov/bills071
/bills/hb434.htm 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session adjourn  
5/30/07 

MO SB 285 
 
Sen. Crowell 

1/16/07 intro 
        
2/26/07 informational 
Hearing held – no vote 

Would protect the conscience rights of 
pharmaceutical professionals, where they 
would not be required to perform, assist, 
recommend, refer for, or participate in any 
service involving a particular drug or device 
that they have a good faith belief is used for 
abortions. 

http://www.senate.mo.gov/07info/
BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType
=R&BillID=4871 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session Adjourn 
5/30/07 

MT HB 506 
 
Medical treatment, 
nutrition, and 
hydration to 
prevent death 

Intro: 1/29/07  
Judiciary Committee  
Hearing 2/8/07 
 
2/28/07 missed deadline 
for general bill transmittal 

A Bill for an act entitled: “An Act Authorizing 
the use of a declaration, also known as a 
living will, to require the provision of Life-
Sustaining treatment as well as the 
withholding or withdrawal of life sustaining 
treatment; providing conditions applicable to 
a direction to provide life-sustaining 
treatment, providing for transfer of the 
declarant between health care providers or 
volunteer groups; requiring the department 
of public health and human services to 
maintain a registry of health care providers 
or referral groups willing to assist in the 
transfer of a declarant 

http://laws.leg.state.mt.us/pls/la
ws07/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQ
uery?P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB
&P_BILL_NO=506&P_BILL_DFT_
NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=
Find&P_SBJ_DESCR=&P_SBJT_
SBJ_CD=&P_LST_NM1=&P_ENT
Y_ID_SEQ= 
 

 
 
 
Session Adjourn 
Late April 

NC HB 155 
 
Rep. Hilton 

2/12/07 intro 
2/12/07 referred to 
committee on Judiciary 

Would allow a pharmacist to refuse to 
prescribe or dispense drugs or devices, 
based on a moral, ethical or religious 
objection, that would result in an abortion. 

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gas
cripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?S
ession=2007&BillID=HB+155&sub
mitButton=Go 
  

MONITOR 
 
Session Adjourn 
Early July 
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NH HB 40 

AN ACT relative to 
living wills and 
durable powers of 
attorney for health 
care. 
 

Intro 1/4/07 
Public hearing 2/16/07, 
no vote 
 
3/20/07 retained in 
committee 

This bill requires that an original of the 
advance directive be delivered to the health 
care provider if the terms of the advance 
directive might become applicable. Current 
law allows a copy of such advance directive 
to be delivered under such circumstances. 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/i
e/billstatus/billstatuspwr.asp 
 

 
 
 
Session Adjourn 
7/1/07 

NH HB 370 
 
Rep. Mooney 

1/4/07 intro 
 
2/16/07 - Inexpedient to 
Legislate - a 
recommendation from a 
committee that the bill 
should not become law 
 

Clarifies the withholding or withdrawing of 
medically administered nutrition and 
hydration or life-sustaining treatment from a 
mentally incompetent or developmentally 
disabled person 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/i
e/billstatus/billstatuspwr.asp 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session adjourn 
7/1/07 
 

NY S 2317 
 
Sen Duane 

2/2/07 intro 
2/2/07 referred to Senate 
higher education 
committee;  
 

Would establish duties for pharmacies when 
pharmacists employed by such pharmacy 
refuse to fill prescriptions on the basis of 
personal beliefs. 

http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/
menugetf.cgi 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session meets 
throughout for 2 years 

NY S 2344 
 
Sen. 
Schneiderman 

2/2/07 intro 
2/2/07 higher education 
3/29/07 notice of motion 
to petition – filed 

Would prohibit pharmacists from refusing to 
dispense medication solely for 
philosophical, moral, or religious reasons. 

http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/
menugetf.cgi 
 

SUPPORT/MONITOR 
 
Session meets 
throughout for 2 years 

RI HB 5274 
Health Care Rights 
of Conscience Act 
 
Rep. Brien 

Introduced:  2/1/07 
Referred to House 
Corporations Committee 

It is the purpose of this bill to protect as a 
basic civil right, the right of all healthcare 
providers, institutions and payers to 
decline to counsel, advise, pay for, 
provide, perform, assist, or participate in 
providing or performing health care 
services that violate their consciences. 
Such heal th care services may include, 
but are not limited to, abortion, artificial 
birth control, artificial insemination, 
assisted reproduction, human cloning, 
euthanasia, human embryonic stem cell 
research, fetal experimentation, physician-
assisted  suicide, and sterilization. 

http://dirac.rilin.state.ri.us/BillSta
tus/WebClass1.ASP?WCI=BillSta
tus&WCE=ifrmBillStatus&WCU 
 

OPPOSE 
 
 
 
Session Adjourn 
Late June 

RI SB 452 
 
Sen. Goodwin 

2/13/07 intro and referral 
to HHS 

It is the purpose of this bill to protect as a 
basic civil right, the right of all healthcare 
providers, institutions and payers to 

http://dirac.rilin.state.ri.us/BillSta
tus/WebClass1.ASP?WCI=BillSta
tus&WCE=ifrmBillStatus&WCU 

OPPOSE 
 
Session Adjourn  
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 decline to counsel, advise, pay for, 

provide, perform, assist, or participate in 
providing or performing health care 
services that violate their consciences. 
Such heal th care services may include, 
but are not limited to, abortion, artificial 
birth control, artificial insemination, 
assisted reproduction, human cloning, 
euthanasia, human embryonic stem cell 
research, fetal experimentation, physician-
assisted  suicide, and sterilization. 

 Late June 

RI HB 6080 Intro. 3/1/2007 and 
referred to  
Judiciary Committee 
 

Rhode Island Death with Dignity Act Michelle contacted sponsor to see 
what spurred introduction. Have 
not received a call back  - will 
follow up when RI session ends. 
 
http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText
07/HouseText07/H6080.pdf 
 

SUPPORT concept / 
MONITOR 
 
Session Adjourn 
Late June 

SC HB 3283 
 
Rep. Davenport 

1/17/07 intro and referral 
to Judiciary 

A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 41, TITLE 44 OF 
THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING ARTICLE 5 SO 
AS TO ENACT THE “HEALTH CARE FREEDOM 
OF CONSCIENCE ACT” TO PROVIDE THAT 
HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS, HEALTH CARE 
INSTITUTIONS, AND HEALTH CARE PAYERS 
HAVE THE RIGHT NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN 
OR PAY FOR A HEALTH CARE SERVICE THAT 
VIOLATES THEIR CONSCIENCE, TO 
PROHIBIT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST A 
HEALTH CARE PROVIDER, HEALTH CARE 
INSTITUTION, OR HEALTH CARE PAYER FOR 
DECLINING TO PARTICIPATE IN OR PAY FOR 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES THAT VIOLATE 
THEIR CONSCIENCE, TO PROVIDE 
IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY BY REASON OF 
THE HEALTH CARE PROVIDER, HEALTH 
CARE INSTITUTION, OR HEALTH CARE 
PAYER DECLINING TO PARTICIPATE IN OR 
PAY FOR A HEALTH CARE SERVICE, AND TO 
CREATE A CIVIL CAUSE OF ACTION FOR 
VIOLATIONS AND A MINIMUM AWARD FOR 

http://www.scstatehouse.net/cgi-
bin/web_bh10.exe 
 

OPPOSE/MONITOR 
 
 
Session Adjourns 
6/7/07 
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DAMAGES. 
 

SC SB 126 
 
Sen. Bryant 

1/9/07 intro and referral to 
Medical Affairs 
Committee 
 

A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 41, TITLE 44 OF 
THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO ABORTIONS, 
BY ADDING SECTION 44-41-55, TO PROVIDE 
THAT A PHARMACIST MAY REFUSE TO FILL 
PRESCRIPTIONS FOR A DRUG, CLASS OF 
DRUGS OR DEVICE ON ETHICAL, MORAL, OR 
RELIGIOUS GROUNDS, TO PROVIDE THAT 
NOTICE MUST BE POSTED IN THE 
PHARMACY IDENTIFYING THE PHARMACIST 
AND THE DRUGS, CLASS OF DRUGS, OR 
DEVICES THAT THE PHARMACIST WILL NOT 
DISPENSE, TO PROVIDE THAT AN 
EMPLOYER MAY NOT TAKE AN ADVERSE 
EMPLOYMENT ACTION AGAINST A 
PHARMACIST REFUSING TO FILL A 
PRESCRIPTION PURSUANT TO THIS ACT, TO 
PROVIDE THAT A PHARMACIST REFUSING 
TO FILL A PRESCRIPTION PURSUANT TO 
THIS ACT MAY NOT INCUR CRIMINAL OR 
CIVIL LIABILITY, AND TO PROVIDE THAT A 
PHARMACIST WHOSE EMPLOYMENT HAS 
BEEN ALTERED IN VIOLATION OF THIS ACT 
MAY FILE A CIVIL ACTION FOR DAMAGES OR 
REINSTATEMENT OF EMPLOYMENT, OR 
BOTH. 
 

http://www.scstatehouse.net/cgi-
bin/web_bh10.exe 
 

OPPOSE/MONITOR 
 
Session Adjourns 
6/7/07 

SD HB 1270 
 
Rep. Rausch 

1/29/07 intro 
2/14/07 HHS committee 

An Act to  facilitate the transfer of certain 
patients to health care providers who are 
able and willing to provide treatment, 
artificial nutrition, and hydration under 
certain circumstances.  
 

http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/
2007/DisplayBill.aspx 
 

Session Adjourned 
March 26, 2007 

SD SB 76 Signed by Gov: 3/5/07 Filed with Secretary of State. 0, Revises 
provisions regarding health care decisions 
by attorneys-in-fact or agents; relates to 
use and withholding of artificial nutrition or 
hydration. 

http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/
2007/bills/SB76enr.pdf 
 

Session Adjourned 
March 26, 2007 

TX HB 1996 
 

Intro 2/26/07 
3/1/07 referred to public 

 Would allow a pharmacist to refuse, for 
moral or ethical reasons, to dispense a 

ht tp : //www.capi tol.state.t x.us/
BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSe

OPPOSE/MONITOR 
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Rep. Gonzalez 
Toureilles 

health prescription drug if the pharmacist follows 
the policies and procedures established by 
the pharmacy in which the pharmacist 
practices to ensure a pteint has reasonable 
access to a valid prescription at that 
pharmacy or another pharmacy. 

ss=80R&Bill=HB1996 
 

Session adjourn 
5/28/07 

TX SB 439 
Patient and Family 
Treatment Choice 
Rights Act of 2007 
 
Companion Bill 
HB 1094 

Intro: 2/05/07 
No committee assignment 
 
 
 
 
Intro: 2/05/07 
No committee assignment 

The purpose of this Act is to protect the right 
of patients and their families to decide 
whether and under what circumstances to 
choose or reject life-sustaining treatment. 
This Act amends the applicable provisions 
of the Advance Directives Act (Chapter 166, 
Health and Safety Code) to ensure that, 
when an attending physician is unwilling to 
respect a patient's advance directive or a 
patient's or family's decision to choose the 
treatment necessary to prevent the 
patient's death, life-sustaining medical 
treatment will be provided until the patient 
can be transferred to a health care provider 
willing to honor the directive or treatment 
decision. 

ht tp : //www.capi tol.state.t x.us/
BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSe
ss=80R&Bill=SB439 
 

Session every other 
year, ends: May 28, 
2007 
 
 
Session Adjourn 
5/28/07 
 
 
 

VT SB 63 
Patient Choice and 
Control at End of 
Life 

Intro: 1/30/07 
Health & Welfare 
Committee 

Statement of purpose:  This bill proposes, 
subject to appropriate safeguards, to allow a 
mentally competent person diagnosed with 
less than six months to live to request a 
prescription which, if taken, would hasten 
the dying process 

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/databa
se/status/summary.cfm 
 

Session Adjourn 
Mid-May 

VT HB 315 
 
Rep. Donahue 

Intro: 2/14 
2/15 HHS committee 

Would see to respect and protect the 
fundamental rights of conscience of all 
individuals who provide health care services 
by allowing a health care provider (includes 
pharmacists) to not participate in a health 
care service that violates his or her 
conscience. 

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/databa
se/status/summary.cfm 
 

OPPOSE/MONITOR 
 
Session adjourn 
Mid-may 
 
 

WV HB 2092 
 
Rep Shoen 

Intro. 1/12/07 
Hlth & HR & Judiciary 
 

Would allow pharmacists and other 
individuals involved in the dispensing of 
medicines to fill prescriptions or dispense 
any substance that can be used as part of 
an abortion-related procedure. 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_
Status/bills_history.cfm?year=20
07&sessiontype=RS 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session adjourned 
3/10/07 
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WV HB 2416 

 
Rep. Hatfield 

Intro: 1/23/07 
Hlth & HR & Judiciary 
 

Would prohibit pharmacists and other 
persons involved in dispensing medicine 
from refusing to fill prescriptions. 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_
Status/bills_history.cfm?year=20
07&sessiontype=RS 
 

SUPPORT/MONITOR 
 
Session adjourned 
3/10/07 

WV SB 743 
 
Sen Sypolt 

Into: 2/19/07 
Hlth & HR & Judiciary 
 

Would allow pharmacists to refuse to fill 
prescriptions used as abortion-related 
procedure. 

http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_
Status/bills_history.cfm?year=20
07&sessiontype=RS 
 

MONITOR 
 
Session adjourned 
3/10/07 

 
   
 


